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irreligious man of natural activity, with the really the
religious man who is naturally indolent; trust ami-
and thence to draw their inferences. But ^eful^
this mode of reasoning is surely unjust.
If they would argue the question fairly, they should
make their comparisons between persons of similar
natural qualities, and not in one or two examples,
but in the mass of instances. They would then be
compelled to confess the efficacy of Religion, in
heightening the benevolence, and increasing the
usefulness, of men: and to admit, that, even sup-
posing a genuine benevolence of disposition, and
persevering usefulness of life, occasionally to exist
where the religious principle is wanting, yet true
Religion (which confessedly implants those qualities
where before they had no place) would have given
to those very characters in whom they do exist, ad-
ditional force in the same direction. It would have
rendered the amiable more amiable, the useful
more useful, with fewer inconsistencies, with less
abatement.

Let true Christians meanwhile be ever mindful
that they are loudly called upon to make this argu-
ment still more clear, these positions still ^mcm#$0?w
less questionable. You are every where to true
commanded to be tender and sympathe- Christians on
tic, diligent and useful; and it is the ***"*****
character of that " wisdom from above,'1 in which
you are to be proficients^ ** that it is gentle and
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits."
Could the efficacy of Christianity in softening the
heart be denied by those, who saw in the instance of
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, that it was able
to transform a bigoted, furious, and cruel persecutor,
into an almost unequalled example of candour, and
gentleness, and universal tenderness and love!